
 

Revival Series Part 4 Burden for the Lost 

We established last week that man has a free will God will not ever violate or take away 

your free will.  Jesus died for ALL, and we have the freewill to accept or reject that.  

Also, we have the free will to walk with Christ for a time, but later to abandon the faith.  

We will see this played out in these last days. 

 1 Timothy 4:1 “But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away 

(abandon) from the faith, paying attention to deceitful (seducing or deceiving) 

spirits and doctrines of demons, 2 by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in 

their own conscience as with a branding iron.” 

 2 Thess 2:3 “Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the 

apostasy (falling away) comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the 

son of destruction.” 

Return to the ancient paths 

Jeremiah 6:16 “Thus says the LORD, "Stand by the ways and see and ask for the 

ancient paths, Where the good way is, and walk in it; And you will find rest for your 

souls. But they said, 'We will not walk in it.” 

 Our Hebrew roots and established Biblical symbolism  in the Torah 

 The life of Christ and the early church 

 A study on revival history  

 Those that are living on that path today 



The typical church is an accommodated group acceptable to society with a formal 

set of rules that many times just becomes an institution: 

A sect is a conflict group at war with the norm, wanting to break out (good or bad) 

 Seeks to establish a code of values and state of mind different than the world 

around it 

 For this it claims divine authority 

 This becomes an institution but over time starts accommodating what’s 

around it 

 When it has become tolerant and tolerated it becomes a denomination (only a 

formal shell of what it started out as) 

 It has at this time become an old wineskin the Lord cannot really fill anymore 

 It becomes an institution that feels it knows everything.  It started humble and 

poor knowing nothing, but it becomes wealthy and feels it knows everything. 

 It went from a psychology of persecution to a psychology of success and 

dominance (in it’s own mind) 

 It moves from an emphasis on soul-winning to religious education emphasis 

 It moves from high degree of congregational participation to small percentage 

doing anything……very common in today’s church. 

 It moves from fervor in worship to restraint 

 It moves from positive action to passive listening 

 It moves from reliance on the leading of the Spirit to administration procedures  

 It moves from faith in decisions to running things like a business 

The danger of man control 

It was said in the Welsh revival God moved, then satan attacked and God worked 

harder.  Then man started to work, and the revival died. 

God starts something, but man finishes it, and it dies.  Think of the Lutherans, 

Methodism, Pentecostals since Asuza, etc…. 

Things that are born of God must be sustained by God lived out in faith and 

dependence on the Holy Spirit. 

Also true Biblical Christianity will always be against the world’s system and will be hated 

by the world. 

Deep love for God and love for people:  Jesus our Great High Priest with a 

tremendous burden for the lost 

https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-a&hs=NJF&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&channel=sb&q=accommodating&spell=1&sa=X&ei=vvzXU4fZKaTy8AHi-YCYAQ&ved=0CBwQBSgA&biw=1152&bih=704


Vicarious prayers are very, very important and can be found throughout the scriptures.  
As we intercede for the sins of the people, we confess the sins as “our” sins.  We 
confess that we have sinned and ask God to forgive us. 

Jeremiah 3:22-25: God says for them to return from their backsliding and He will heal 
them.  Jeremiah repented on behalf of the people.   

There are three key ingredients that affect our prayers.   

I. Identification.  We need to identify with the people.  When we pray, we 
should say “we have sinned.”  

II. Agony.  When we pray, we should feel the pain of the sin of the people.  
This feels like agony when you are truly interceding.                                                    

III. Authority.  We should pray with the authority that God gives us in His 
Word. 

IV. Great faith:  Stand in faith that God will honor his word. 

Daniel chapter 9 Daniel prayed and fasted to find out about when God would bring them 
out of captivity.  Daniel pleaded with God.  He confessed the sins of his people.   In vs. 
5 he said “we have sinned…”  They are one people, one nation. 

Nehemiah 1:6  “I confess the sins of the children of Israel, which we have sinned….”  
Even though Nehemiah was a righteous man,  he prayed for his people and included 
himself in their sins.  

It’s important to pray vicarious prayers because we are one people.  So don’t pray about 
other people sinning.  We are in this together.  We have sinned.  

Look at places that have horrible sins going on today such as San Francisco and New 
York.  What kind of revivals took place there in the past?  How far have they fallen?  
The more light people have, the further they have to fall to fall into sin.  For instance, 
New York City has had great revivals and moves of God in the past.   

The text to be used in this lesson is James 5:16: “The effectual fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much.”  The amplified states it this way “The prayers of a 
righteous man makes tremendous power available dynamic in its working.” 

Intercession is the key to revival 

In I Kings 18 there was a prophetic prayer.  Elijah announces that rain is coming.  Then 
he prayed it in.  He was in a crouched position with his head between his knees as he 
petitioned God for the rain.  He sent his servant out 7 times to look for rain.  The 7th time 
there was a cloud the size of a man’s hand.  That was his sign about the rain.   

It’s important to have quality prayer time where you focus all your energy and totally 
focus on touching God.   



There are “means” in which you touch God’s heart and touch man’s heart.  Prayer 
moves God.  The Word moves men to repent.  Sometimes the evangelists and those 
who witness actually don’t spend enough time praying because they want to go out and 
touch lives.  But, they need the power from prayer.  You have to stop and get fueled up.  
What you have to realize is that you have to pray so that the power of God is behind 
your efforts.  You can’t be effective without it.  If there is no prayer, then the people may 
actually harden their hearts toward God. 

Staying on Fire for God 

Don’t lose your heart for the lost 

The Holy Spirit comes to glorify Christ:  A mistake at Asuza Street 

Live life as though it was your last day 

 

 

 


